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A LEGENDARY HEROINEThe story of Ms. An-Chiung Liu is one about a
modern, legendary heroine. Her long life of 85 years consisted of many
incredible stories where she made visionary, decisive moves and courageously took
on the less-traveled roads to bring a better life for her family. Ms. Liu modeled
traditional values expected from a Chinese woman, all the while demonstrating the
qualities that a successful leader would exhibit in the modern world. Ms. Liu’s life was
unique, unparalleled, and a beautiful legend to be enjoyed and deluged over and
over again.Ms. An-Chiung Liu was born on December 3, 1933 in the Liu Village
nearby lower Yi Luo River in the Teng Chong County of Yunnan Province in China.
She ranked right in the middle of five siblings in the Liu family with two older
brothers and a younger brother and a younger sister. Ms. Liu was born into a family
of political influence with her father in a prominent role in the local government.
Unfortunately, this also brought Ms. Liu a particular vantage point during the Sino-
Japan war, where her family often attracted unwanted attention and had to hide in
the bomb shelter dugouts. Through this experience, Ms. Liu developed a great sense
of love and empathy for the less fortunate and continued throughout her life to offer
help to those in need. When the Communist took over China in 1949 and Ms. Liu
was just in her teens, she joined her family to climb over the mountains to flee China
and settled in Burma.When she was 20 years old, Ms. An-Chiung Liu married Mr.
Sze-Zhu Lin. Then in the following 22 years, between the age of 20 to 42, Ms. Liu
gave birth to ten healthy children: seven boys and three girls. In the midst of political
turmoil, Ms. Liu often had to take the entire family in hideouts away from the
Burmese military forces. Others who were in the same hideout group complained
about Ms. Liu’s crying baby and asked her to dump the baby for fear of giving away
their hideout location. But her motherly instinct persisted and her wit helped her
and family get away every time. Amidst shortage of food, Ms. Liu insisted on
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breastfeeding all ten kids to the point that she was so skinny in order for her ten kids
to be plump, healthy and growing happily.At the age of 45, Ms. Liu foresaw the
impending political unrest in Burma and decided that the kids must move to a more
stable environment to thrive. With her husband still running a successful jade
exploration and trading business in Burma, Ms. Liu decided to take all ten kids by
herself, the youngest one being only two at the time, and move to Taiwan. One
would think that caring for all ten young kids by herself was enough of a challenge,
not to mention that Taiwan was an unfamiliar territory with a different dialect and
culture. Yet Ms. Liu was never the one put off by challenges. Instead, she always saw
opportunities on the flip side.When Ms. Liu was 53, unfortunately, her husband
passed away and left her to be the sole parent for good for all ten kids, most of whom
were still underaged. Hit by a sudden tragedy, absorbed by the grave loss of her
partner... yet Ms. Liu barely had anytime to grieve and heal properly. She had to
jump right in to care for and educate her ten kids. She began a life so busy and hectic
that she barely had time for herself and that she couldn’t even afford to be sick
herself. At the age of 58, when most people would be in semi-retirement mode
already, Ms. An-Chiung Liu looked forward again for the next advancement
opportunity for her children. This time, she decided to pack her bags again to move
the entire family 5,000 miles away, across the ocean to settle in San Jose, California,
USA. Once again, this was a completely foreign ground with a new language and
drastically different culture that she must learn from scratch, when she was already
approaching a senior age. This courageous move opened a brand new chapter for her
children and brought about an incredibly expansive sky for them to soar in. Today,
after all her sacrifices, Ms. An-Chiung Liu’s children have all grown to accomplished
individuals with strong ethical values and success in their own individual fields. In
addition, Ms. Liu left behind nine grandchildren. For the past 85 years, Ms. Liu’s
family basked and thrived in the loving care and warmth of her intelligence, her
vision, her decisiveness, her emphasis on ethical values, her courage, her calmness
and grace under pressure, and her unique and powerful education focus. Ms. Liu was
an amazing and loving mother and devoted her entire life to her children and
grandchildren. She always saved the best for her family and always saw herself
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coming in second. Now that she has been invited to heaven, may she continue on her
new journey and rest in peace. Although Ms. Liu is no longer in this world, her legacy
will sure live on in her children and grandchildren for many, many generations to
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